
The traditional 1830s home has received 
a 21st century facelift, influenced by the 

owner’s art collection
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Neutral Territory
An iconic Sydney lAndmArk 

iS given new life



aboremo dipsam, atus maion consequi 
odit vid undipsum fuga. Ut porehent maio 
ipsam, omnitatis volor sam quo quiduci 
ligenda dolore veliquame omnimpo riatis 
nis cus, 

Many of the original cornices and 
mouldings were painted blue to 

modernise the historic home

The use of Dulux’s Oyster Linen on most 
walls helps the home flow seamlessly 
from one room to the next

Original features contrast with modern 
art to create a truly unique home
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WORDS //  ANNABELLE CLORO S PHOTOGRAPHY  / /  YIE SANDERS ON

The harbourside hub of Neutral Bay offers suburban living and 
water views rolled into one. Interior designer Adam Scougall 
is the man behind the redesign of a terrace located within 
Craignathan, a home built on the waterfront of the bay in the 

1830s which was later developed into a boutique building of just six.
The residence is spread across three levels and Adam was tasked 

with updating the living room, dining room, hallways, master 
bedroom, sitting room and guest bedroom, as well as sourcing new 
furnishings. “The home was recently sold to its current owner, who 
wanted a refresh and new furnishings,” says Adam. “It had antique 
white walls and creamy yellow plush-pile carpets, but was an open 

slate as the owner only brought her artwork. Everything else was 
virtually replaced or renewed.”

Initial discussions with the client revolved around utilising a 
theme influenced by the Hamptons, but a colourful art collection 
led the design scheme down an alternate path. “The original palette 
was based on antique white and creams, so I saw the opportunity 
to paint out much of the feature cornice and mouldings in a deep, 
saturated teal blue,” says Adam. Dulux’s Oyster Linen, Steel Copy and 
Sir Edmund formed the core palette of the design. “The three-way 
paint palette gave a grounded and modern framework for the new 
furnishings,” he says.

detAilS 
HOUSE crAignAthAn retreAt

LOCATION neutrAl BAy, Sydney
DATE COMMENCED octoBer 2016
DATE COMPLETED JAnuAry 2017

COST $75,000



147GRAND DESIGNS

IN
T

E
R

IO
R

 P
R

O
JE

C
T

  //  C
R

A
IG

N
A

T
H

A
N

 R
E

T
R

E
A

T

146 GRAND DESIGNS

“the three-wAy pAint pAlette gAve A 
grounded And modern frAmework for 
the new furniShingS” — AdAm ScougAll

The master bedroom features Dulux Steel 
Copy grey in half and triple strengths



Colour Palette
Neutral tones of timber, cream 
and green-based beige take on a 
nautical theme through navy blue 
accents and large swathes of teal 
reflecting the seaside location. 
Shades of pink add interest
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Get the Look
01: Marseille chandelier. lamaison.net.au  

02: Zoffany Water Iris fabric. domestictextile.com.au  
03: Parrot artwork [Yanbury birds 1,3,4]. designerboyscollections.com  

04: Shell Ring Navy Lounge cushion. bandhinihomeweardesign.com 05: Malval 
bedside table. lamaison.net.au 06: Casa Mia Sofia S chair. casa-mia.com.au  
07: Maddison Shell artwork. designerboyscollections.com 08: Gourd table 
lamp. circleoflight.com.au 09: Vermont Antique Brass Bell adjustable desk 

lamp. emac-lawton.com.au 10: Buffet. bisqueinteriors.com.au  
11: Panama rug in Denim. therugest.com

PROJECT TEAM
Interior designer 
Adam Scougall  

(adamscougall.com.au)

As the project was strictly decorative, 
the utilisation of paint played a crucial role 
in the redesign. Dulux’s Oyster Linen was 
used on the walls throughout the home to 
establish continuity, while the cornices, 
skirting, staircase and the dining room’s 
feature wall stripe are painted in Sir Edmund. 
To stand out from the rest of the home, the 
master bedroom and sitting room feature 
Steel Copy used in half and triple strengths. 
“The outcome for this project was far from 
what anyone thought would be the case at 
the beginning,” says Adam. “Visitors all gasp 
at the dining room because of the dramatic 
deep-blue stripe and dancing colours in the 
artwork by Designer Boys.”

The living area is the heart of the home 
and features a generous teal rug that 
references the client’s art collection as 
featured on the walls. Subtle grey furnishings 
contrast with the Oyster Linen paint, and 
timber parquetry flooring brings an organic 
warmth to the room. The living room opens 
to the outdoor area, which offers views of the 
bay and an impressive alfresco area that’s 
ideal for entertaining friends and family.

Adam has turned this Neutral Bay house 
into a home, and the client and her family 
are overjoyed with the end result. The perfect 
balance of style, location and class, the 
residence is the epitome of Sydney living. 

LEFT Natural wood furniture features prominently
FAR LEFT Guest bedrooms give a gentle nod to 
the seaside locale via artwork and soft furnishings


